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ABSTRACT

The modern movement to prohibit 'native intoxicants' can be traced to the emergence of the United States as an imperial power, attempting then to usurp moral leadership from European powers. Prior to this however, British colonial administrators had implemented legislation on opium and cannabis with varying degrees of success, in their reckoning. Hardly known is that legal prohibition of cannabis was in fact rescinded in both Trinidad (1899) and Mauritius (1883) on the grounds that imprisonment was worse than the actual 'crime'. This paper will examine the circumstances in which the repeal of prohibition ordinances was contemplated as a way of understanding the relationship between law and prison in these colonies. What emerges from this analysis contrasts with the contemporary notion of an impenetrable solidity in the walls of the prison, standing there awaiting moral transgressions. Colonial administrators had begun to view law in terms of efficacy and practicality rather than as moral statement which open the way to the dark corridors of the prison.

